A sensitive rosetting method for detecting subpopulations of lymphocytes which react with alloantisera.
A procedure is described for directly estimating the proportion of mouse lymphoid cell suspensions which react with alloantisera. The method entails reacting Ig-capped lymphoid cells with alloantisera, and then assessing the uptake of alloantibodies by rosetting the lymphocytes with SRBC coated with sheep IgG specific for mouse Ig. This rosetting procedure was found to be generally more sensitive than the conventional dye exclusion microcytotoxicity test for detecting the binding of alloantibodies to lymphocytes. Furthermore, the rosette method has the advantage that, unlike the complement lysis technique, it has a low and reproducible background and lymphocyte subpopulations which react with alloantisera can be isolated.